
 

 
 
Between October 28 – November 13, 2015 Gabriela Tudor Foundation organises in Bucharest the events of 
the Eastern Connection Romanian-Japanese artistic collaboration platform in the field of contemporary 
dance. The events will include performances in premiere, film screenings, artist talks, presentations and 
discussions with the audience.   
 
The main events will be presented at the National Dance Centre Bucharest on October 28, 19:30, when the 
showcase opens with the exceptional premiere of NAMAEGANAI, a piece by choreographer Zan Yamashita 
performed by Kim Itoh, and on November 12 & 13, 19:30, when “the kite or What is contemporary 
dance?” by choreographer Cosmin Manolescu, performed with Zan Yamashita, takes the stage. THE KITE is 
a production resulted from the Romanian-Japanese artistic collaboration in the frame of the Eastern 
Connection programme and includes the premiere of the artistic documentary “What is contemporary 
dance?” by Cosmin Manolescu & Tania Cucoreanu.  
 
NAMAEGANAI is the fruit of the exceptional collaboration between two leading artists of the 
contemporary dance scene in Japan. Having Butoh at the base of his training, Kim Itoh is a renowned 
dancer and a generation leader, who supported and inspired the Japanese dance from the 1990s. Based in 
Kyoto, Zan Yamashita is author of an important series of experimental pieces, with a personal style marked 
by the unique way in which he works with text.  
 
The Romanian-Japanese showcase also includes a special event dedicated to Butoh choreographer Kazuo 
Ohno, on November 2, with film screenings in premiere in Romania, thanks to the partnership between 
Gabriela Tudor Foundation and Kazuo Ohno Dance Studio. The film presentation will be accompanied by a 
small scale installation with posters, books and rare images from the collection of the Kazuo Ohno archive 
in Tokyo.  
 
On November 10, the showcase features a presentation of the Dance New Air Festival in Tokyo, associate 
partner of Eastern Connection in Japan, by Maki Miyakubo, producer and one of the festival organisers.   
The Eastern Connection events were preceded by a workshop for kids, introducing dance by using kite 
running as a trigger, organised in connection with THE KITE piece at the Centre for Educational Theatre 
Replika in Bucharest.  
 
The entries to Kazuo Ohno event and Dance New Air presentation are free of charge. The performance 
tickets can be acquired online from www.kompostor.ro or 30 min. before the show starts at Stere Popescu 
Hall, Bd. Marasesti 80-82. Price: 25 lei full/ 15 lei discount (students/ retired). 
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Initiated by choreographer Cosmin Manolescu, Eastern Connection is the first extensive dance 
collaboration project between Romania and Japan. Along two years the project gathered artists, 
producers, presenters and dance writers from the two countries, in an attempt to connect the two artistic 
scenes and to put the basis of long term collaboration and exchange.  
 
Eastern Connection 2013-2015 is organised by Gabriela Tudor Foundation in partnership with Dance New 
Air Festival, and funded by the Saison Foundation, Tokyo. Associate partner in Japan is Kinosaki 
International Arts Centre. Associate partner of Bucharest showcase is the National Dance Centre.   
 
Cultural project funded in the frame of „Ești București” cultural programme of ArCuB – Centre for Cultural 
Projects of Bucharest Municipality.  
 
Cultural project co-funded by the Administration of the National Cultural Fund.  
 
Media partners: Zeppelin, Scena.ro, Modernism, ArtClue, Sub25, România Pozitivă  
 
Contact: stefania@artsf.ro, 0740 300 124, http://zonadstudio.wordpress.com/ 
 

*** 

 
DETAILED PROGRAMME  
 
PERFORMANCE IN PREMIERE 
 
> NAMAEGANAI (There is no name) [JP] 
28.10 | 19:30 | CNDB 
 
Direction and choreography: Zan Yamashita 
Dance: Kim Itoh 
Technical director: Lang Craighill 
Premiere:  ST spot Yokohama, February 2014 
 
Bucharest producer: Ștefania Ferchedău 
Lights: Mircea Ghinea 
Technical support: Ionuț Cherana, Marian Cîtu 
Duration: approx. 1h 
Text in Japanese with English subtitles 
 
Kim Itoh (b. 1965) and Zan Yamashita (b. 1970) are part of Japan’s current avant-garde contemporary 
dance scene and have been working internationally since 1995. Zan Yamashita is author of an important 
series of experimental pieces, with a personal style and renowned for the unique way in which he works 
with text.  
 
Sustained by Kim Itoh’s intense stage presence and embedded in precise choreography, NAMAEGANAI 
(There is no name) is a surreal universe of words and movements that gradually breach various issues in 
contemporary Japanese society. The piece tells the tale of a dancer, who simultaneously also works as a 
painter and views his life with discontent and dissatisfaction. Radiating out from the microcosm of his 
personal problems, the piece opens up to incorporate a larger context and the numerous problems that 
plague Japanese society today. 90% of the performance episodes are based on real events.  
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Among the most important pieces created by Zan Yamashita, one can count “The Sailors” taking place on a 
raft-like stage shaking under the weight of 4 performers or the trilogy including “It is written there” - 
“Invisible man” – “It’s just me coughing”, which explores the relationship between language and body, and 
with the last performance awarded “Kyoto Art Center Theatre Award” in 2004. Zan Yamashita works on 
regular basis with artists from different disciplines in an approach that places the tension between text and 
physical expression side by side. His performances were presented, among others, at Live Arts Bangkok, 
Kunsten Festival des Arts (Belgia), iDans International Dance Festival in Istanbul or TBA Festival (Portland). 
In recent years, Zan Yamashita has been also involved in several collaborative projects with foreign artists, 
and from 2013 has participated also to the Romanian-Japanese collaboration project Eastern Connection, 
which also features him now in Bucharest.  
 

*** 
 

> the kite or What is contemporary dance? [RO-JP] 
12-13.11 | 19:30 | CNDB [performance & film] 
 
Artistic direction: Cosmin Manolescu 
Performers: Zan Yamashita, Cosmin Manolescu 
Production: Paradis Serial/ Fundația Gabriela Tudor 
Residencies & rehearsal spaces: ZonaD, National Dance Centre, Morishita studio – The Saison Foundation, Tokyo - 
Dance New Air Festival, Kinosaki International  Arts Centre 
Funders: The Saison Foundation, Tokyo, Administration of the National Cultural Fund, ArCuB – Cultural Programme 
„Ești București” 
Duration: approx. 1h  
 
“the kite” translates at an artistic level the Cosmin Manolescu’s encounter with Japanese civilisation and is 
built from a simple experience of life, contemplation and reflection shared by participating artists, the kite 
running. This is relocated on the stage space and studied from a choreographic point of view, of the poetry 
of the movement and of the reflection act that the act itself may generate. The piece also reflects the 
shaping of the artistic encounter between Cosmin Manolescu and Zan Yamashita.  
 
The artists have worked since 2013 in the frame of several research and development residencies in 
Bucharest, as well as Tokyo, Kyoto and Kinosaki, and the creation process was joined previously by 
choreographers Mikiko Kawamura and Mihaela Dancs, as well as by dance writer Takao Norikoshi.   
 
The kite running becomes in the context of this show a generator of dialogue and shared reflections about 
contemporary society in Romania and Japan, traditions, personal histories, issues concerning ecology, like 
Fukushima explosion or Roșia Montană Movement, the relationship with death, the limits of the 
communication and translation, as well as a continuous questioning of what really is contemporary dance.  
 
The artistic documentary What is contemporary dance?, created by Cosmin Manolescu and Tania 
Cucoreanu / Veioza arte is integral part of the performance. The film also represents a documentary 
capturing the artistic process in the frame of Eastern Connection, having as thread lines several questions 
concerning the nature of contemporary dance, addressed to professionals, amateurs and audience, whom 
the artists met along the project.   
 
The performance from November 13 is followed by an artist talk and discussion with the audience.  
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Cosmin Manolescu is choreographer, performer and executive director of Gabriela Tudor Foundation. His 
projects, at the borderline between performance-dance-happening were successfully presented in 
Bucharest, New York, Paris, Lyon, Roma, Dublin, Porto, Amsterdam, Beirut, Riga, etc., and some awarded  
at various festivals in Romania or abroad. Since 1998 he regularly conducted dance workshops for 
professionals, actors, amateurs, audience or kids in Romania and abroad. In his over 15 years of activity, he 
organises numberless of projects such as festivals, artistic research formats, performance, residencies and 
workshops, and he had an important role in the promotion and development of contemporary dance in 
Romania. In 2014 the National Dance Centre granted him an excellency award for the contribution brought 
to the development of contemporary dance. Between 2012-2014, Cosmin Manolescu was artistic director 
of ZonaD – Serial Paradise studio, and between 2011-2015 of the E-Motional programme. His recent shows 
include “Room 1306 [I Am Myself]”, “Piece with limited responsibility”, created with Mihaela Dancs, and 
[Fragile] an E-Motional coproduction (2015), performed together with Giselda Ranieri (IT) and Tanja 
Andreeva (NO). In 2013 he initiated Romania-Japan collaboration project Eastern Connection, which also 
generated “the kite” piece.  

 
*** 

 
ZonaD lounge: films, presentations, artist talks 
 
In the frame of ZonaD mobile platform, we continue the series of lounge-style events which include film 
screenings, conferences and artist talks concerning the history and theory of contemporary dance, 
presentation of international events, as well as of insights into the artistic process of recent creations. 
These encounters aim at informing the audience on a variety of artistic practices and aesthetics in the field 
of contemporary dance, trying to offer a context for the performances produced and/or presented in 
Romania, and to contribute to the development of critical perspectives and discourses in regards to these. 
We invite both the larger audience and dance professionals to this series of gatherings in a light format, in 
which we can learn together about new or old things and discuss in a relaxing manner.  
 
 
> Kazuo Ohno: the body and the soul are one [special event, film screenings] 
02.11 | 19:30 | CNDB 
 
A special event dedicated to the personality of Butoh choreographer and dancer Kazuo Ohno includes 
screenings of films presented in premiere in Romania, thanks to the partnership between Gabriela Tudor 
Foundation and Kazuo Ohno Dance Studio in Japan. The evening will be introduced by choreographer 
Cosmin Manolescu and, on video, by Toshio Mizohata (secretary general of Kazuo Ohno Dance Studio).  
 
The films are in Japanese with English subtitles. Free access.  
 
– KAZUO OHNO (1995, 14 min.) 
Director: Daniel Schmid 
Featuring: Kazuo Ohno & Cie Ohno 
Chief operator: Renato Berta 
Presented by: Aichi Arts Center 
 
A riveting and poetic diving into the depths of Ohno’s universe. Daniel Schmid has originally met Ohno 
during his first European tour in 1977. He had pursued Ohno on the tour before deciding to make a film 
about him. The film was made in 1994 and released in 1995. Shot in part of Yokohama’s Teatro Fonte, the 
additional scenes were filmed at the Ohno’s family home and at Tokyo Bay.  

4 
 



 
 
– KAZUO OHNO at 86 Dances „Seimei” (1993, 15 min.) 
Short documentary about Kazuo Ohno at 86, made by NHK Sogo TV. The films includes brief scenes and 
fragments from interviews in which Ohno’s stream of words encapsulates a philosophy of life and his 
approach to dance, and ultimately, his steadfast conviction that dance and life are one.  
 
– Beauty and Strength (2001, Dance Videology, Kazuo Ohno Dance Studio, NHK, selection, 95 min.) 
In the 60's and into the 70's, Kazuo Ohno himself produced three 16mm films. His many performances at 
the “Teatro Fonte” in Yokohama have been preserved with high quality Beta cameras. In addition, the 
television station NHK has made recordings of many of his theatre performances since the premiere of 
“The Dead Sea” in 1985. Together, the Kazuo Ohno Dance Studio and NHK own over one hundred hours of 
footage. The present film collection is made from these resources and from several dedicated recordings. 
“Beauty and Strength” includes dance performances, film excerpts and interviews, examples of Ohno’s 
drawings and writings, as well as biographical information, creating a comprehensive look into the world of 
Kazuo Ohno’s dance. This collection allows us to discover many things we can not see on stage - original 
footage of old performances and behind-the-scene looks into Ohno’s workshops and rehearsals. 
 
Kazuo Ohno (1906-2010) was born in Hokkaido Japan’s most northerly island. On graduating from the 
Japan Athletic College he began studying contemporary dance in Tokyo during the mid-1930s. Although he 
had danced onstage previously, his first public solo performance was in 1949 at the age of 43. Ohno began 
giving workshops in the studio he constructed at the rear of his home in the suburbs of Yokohama in early 
1960s. It was not until 1980 that he came to the attention of an international audience after his 
performance of Admiring La Argentina at the Nancy International Theatre Festival. He was 71 when he 
danced this solo and 74 when he started international touring. With a career spanning six decades, Ohno 
was still dancing after he reached 100. Ohno’s fame is not solely due to his charismatic stage 
performances; he has equally inspired many throughout the world with the incisive nature of his 
workshops, he was a prolific writer and he was also fascinated with film making process and capturing of 
dance on camera.  
 

*** 
 
TALK 
 
> Introducing Dance New Air festival in Tokyo 
10.11 | 18:30 | J’ai Bistrot 
 
We invite to a Japanese tea and a glass of sake for relaxing presentation and discussion with producer  
Maki Miyakubo. 
 
“Dance New Air” is a dance festival established in autumn 2014 as a successor to Dance Triennale Tokyo, 
the biggest Japanese contemporary dance festival of the time, and since recently is managed by a general 
incorporated association Dance Nippon Associates. The second edition of Dance New Air will take place in 
autumn 2016. The festival provides manifold occasions for the public to encounter with dance. It presents 
not only dance performances, but also organises screenings of dance films, a book fair, outdoor 
performances and dance showcases. 
 
Maki Miyakubo started working in 1997 at the contemporary art gallery within Spiral, a multidisciplinary 
cultural centre from Tokyo, and subsequently became the producer of the performing arts programme of 
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the space in 2004, as well as producer of Dance New Air festival. Maki is not only producing contemporary 
dance projects, but also visual arts and fashion events.  
 
> Artist talk with Zan Yamashita & Cosmin Manolescu 
13.11 | 20:30 | CNDB 
Discussion with the audience after the second performance of “the kite” piece.  
 
 

*** 
 

LOCATIONS 
CNDB – National Dance Centre (blvd. Mărășești 80) 
J’ai Bistrot (Calea Grivitei 55) 
 
ACCESS 
The entries to Kazuo Ohno event and Dance New Air presentation are free of charge. The performance tickets can be 
acquired online from www.kompostor.ro or 30 min. before the show starts at Stere Popescu Hall, Bd. Marasesti 80-
82. Price: 25 lei full/ 15 lei discount (students/ retired). 
 
TEAM 
Cosmin Manolescu,executive director, Gabriela Tudor Foundation 
Ștefania Ferchedău, showcase producer 
Mircea Ghinea, performance  technical support & light design 
 
Contact 
Gabriela Tudor Foundation 
Postal address: 3-5 Jules Michelet 3-5, 010461 Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: contact@e-motional.eu, serial.paradise@artsf.ro 
Web: www.e-motional.eu / http://zonadstudio.wordpress.com / www.gabrielatudor.ro 
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